

Offton and Willisham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Offton & Willisham Village Hall on Thursday 2nd July 2026 at 7:00pm.

Present:	Cllr T Wells		 		Cllr A Cox
		Cllr C Pinson-Roxburgh		Cllr L Seddon			
2 Members of the Public
Clerk - T Davis
Action
1.	a)		b)	c)		d)		Meeting administration 	Chair to welcome everyone and open the meeting	Cllr Wells as Chair did this. 	To Co-opt a Councillor - none to co-opt, to place on next agenda	To consider & Approve Apologies for absence	Apologies were given from Cllr Eves and Cllr Price which were accepted	To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items	Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh declared a non pecuniary interest in item 7.d.	
2.			a)	To Approve the draft minutes of 12th May 2026 and for the Chairman to sign as a true record	The minutes were Unanimously AGREED	Matters arising from 12th May minutes	None	
3.					9.	Public Participation Session (To hear reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor and Comments from the Public)	The Chair invited people from the public to speak.	A resident spoke about the late writer,  H W Freeman who lived in Offton in the 1930s, described as “Suffolks answer to Thomas Hardy”, with award winning books. This was due to be discussed under item 9 and the Chair brought this forward for Council to discuss. Councillors spoke about the previous research distributed by the Clerk on obtaining a Blue Plaque and a property being linked to H W Freeman or not along with creating an annual Writers Award/bursary and whether an ordinary plaque could be placed on the Village Hall in memory of Mr Freeman. It was decided this would need further discussion and research. Clerk to research and place on the agenda for the next meeting 												Clerk
4.	Chair Report, reports from other Councillors not requiring a decision	None	
5.	Clerk Report, with details of emails and correspondence up to the period 2rd June 2026	Since the last meeting in May I have continued to manage the administrative and financial tasks of the council. The AGAR exemption certificate has been reported to the external auditor and Public Rights to view the accounts are advertised, closing on 14th July.	A resident has requested the details of the new County Councillor, unfortunately only a contact email is currently provided.	A resident has been finding it difficult to contact our new County Councillor in respect of Holly Lane bank still falling into the road and stream. This has been reported under ref: 68748 but closed down by the Highways team as not meeting their safety intervention criteria.	I have contacted Cty Cllr Keogh via email in respect of the residents ongoing issue with the bank on Holly Lane degrading (which has been happening for many years now), the blocked drains, as well as the issues raised in the recent meeting held in May (also coming up to 3yrs).	A resident made enquiries into the health of the Horse Chestnut Tree on the Green and this is being dealt with by Dst Cllr Pratt, who has contacted the resident, as the land is owned by Mid Suffolk District Council. 	Contact has been made by The British Army to come and ‘meet your army’ on 9th July and this has been sent to all councillors to register if they wish to attend.	Two invitations have been sent and emailed to Councillors from Mid Suffolk District Council to attend a Parish Liaison meeting being held in Elmswell on 29th July to include key topics such as Local Government Reorganisation, Better Recycling and the Joint Local Plan for planning in our area, along with an online meeting on 10th July to provide more detail on the Joint Local Plan, I hope that Councillors can attend and will aim to attend on behalf of the Council.	I continue to sort out the residual 4p left in Barclays Bank which should come to a close this year and have requested formal delegation on the agenda this evening for this along with two of our existing bank signatures. 	All business for the council is listed on the agenda.	A planning application DC/26/01951 for a ground floor side and porch extension at 3 Chalk Pit Cottages has been received for consultation and forwarded to all Councillors do let me know if you require a further EGM to discuss this application or wish to keep the established meeting on 7th July (a day on which I will be away).	
6.	To review the Standing Items on the agenda:-	i) Road Erosion - The Clerk reported that no response had been received from the new County Councillor.		ii) Emergency Flood Plan - Cllr Seddon updated on the progress of the Emergency plan and will be uploading details onto the parish council website. The Clerk and Cllr Seddon will meet for some training. A new officer is also now in place at the district & county council for emergency planning.	
7.	a)					b)				c)					d)						e)	Finance	Current Bank Balances as at 31st May 2026:-	Current Account = £4,724.91	Savings Account = £16,038.53	Barclays residual = £00.04		To confirm payments made since 12th May 2026 meeting:-	Clerk Wages June - £436.48	Bank - £7.00		To approve payments for authorisation  (Resolution required) :-	i. HMRC  - £8.76	ii. Clerk Wages for July - £436.48	The payments i & ii were Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED to be paid.		To consider and agree the grant application received from the Village Hall for £1,000	A representative was there from the Village Hall and the application was discussed along with further concerns of financing. 	It was Proposed, Seconded and Councillors Unanimously AGREED for the grant to be paid as per the budget	To delegate to the Clerk and existing bank signatures to close the Barclays account of 4p	The Councillors briefly discussed this and it was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED for the Clerk to carry this out with the Councils existing signatures.														Clerk						Clerk					Clerk
8.	Planning & Governance Consultations	i) BMSDC - Joint Local Plan Scoping Consultation - closes 31st July	This was noted by Councillors			Clerk
9.	Resident Request: To discuss ways of celebrating local author H W Freeman 1899-1994 - As above in item 3.	
10.	Next Meeting date	This was discussed and it was Proposed, Seconded and AGREED the next meeting would be cancelled and replaced with 15th Sept 2026 at 7:30pm	


Meeting Closed at 7:51pm
Addendum
1. Dst Councillor Report - July - Mid Suffolk District Council – Battisford and Ringshall Ward
Community Consultation on Joint Local Plan Scoping 
Mid Suffolk District Council launched the scoping consultation for their new Joint Local Plan, inviting residents and businesses to shape future development, housing, and infrastructure policies. This initial stage focuses on key issues and opportunities rather than specific development sites. Background information and consultation is hosted on the council website and will run until 31st July 2026. 
Suffolk’s Armed Forces Day Hosted in Stowmarket
Mid Suffolk District Council and Stowmarket Town Council hosted Suffolk’s Armed Forces Day event at King’s Meadow Recreation Ground. The celebration brought the community together to honour service personnel and veterans with a cadet parade and a royal salute. Visitors enjoyed family activities, local stalls, a spectacular Apache helicopter flyover, and live music.
Cost of Living Help
MSDC has been contacting low-income residents who use heating oil to help them access a share of £50 million in government funding. Support is available locally through Suffolk County Council’s Crisis and Resilience Fund webpage (or call 0345 606 6067) to help households struggling with rising fuel costs. Residents can check eligibility and apply via the Suffolk County Council website. Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice can provide help with the application (01449 676060). Further information on community oil buying schemes, interest-free loans, and energy advice is also available on the energy, fuel, and utilities pages of the Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council websites.
Environment Agency Tackle Pollution Incident
The source of a persistent sewage incident in Great Bricett was identified and stopped by the Environment Agency. This followed months of parish council and community action. Remedial works have been agreed and the EA will recuperate the costs of their investigation from the polluter. Water testing undertaken by the community was facilitated by the Woodbridge-based Deben Climate Centre.  
Better Recycling
The new recycling regime came into effect in June 2026 for the whole of Suffolk. The changes are described here: https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/future-changes-to-bin-collections. If a resident has not yet received their new bins and caddy, please direct them to contact Waste Services by email - recycling@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk providing their address. Residents awaiting the new bins can continue to place all recycling in the current recycling bin and food waste in the black refuse bin. 
Email: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 07775389193
2. Cty Cllr Report - July - none received

