

Offton and Willisham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Offton & Willisham Village Hall on Tuesday 15th Sept 2026 at 7:00pm.

Present:	Cllr T Wells		 		Cllr A Cox
		Cllr C Pinson-Roxburgh		Cllr L Seddon	
Cllr C Eves				Cllr N Price		
1 Member of the Public		Dst Cllr Pratt
Clerk - T Davis
Action
1.	a)		b)	c)		d)		Meeting administration 	Chair to welcome everyone and open the meeting	Cllr Wells, as Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 	To Co-opt a Councillor - none to co-opt, to place on next agenda	To consider & Approve Apologies for absence	All Parish Councillors were in attendance 	To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items	None declared	
2.			a)	To Approve the draft minutes of 2nd July 2026 and for the Chairman to sign as a true record	The minutes were Unanimously AGREED	Matters arising from 2nd July minutes	None	
3.															7f.				7g.	Public Participation Session (To hear reports from the County Councillor, District Councillor and Comments from the Public)	The Chair invited District Cllr Pratt to speak. Cllr Pratt advised of his report and was happy to take any questions from it. Cllr Pratt also spoke about the pause of Local Government Reform (LGR) by National Government. Confirming there will be District Council Elections in May 2027. 	A discussion on ditches and flooding due to the expected wet weather took place. It was noted the importance of using the ‘report it’ tool of the County Councils.	Cllrs asked about the affordable housing changes and local connection change. Cllrs also asked about the Fisons site.	It was confirmed that Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh will liaise with and walk with Dst Cllr Pratt in the absence of Cty Cllr Keogh and report issues to the County Council website and the Environment Agency.	The Chair then brought forward items 7f and 7g as the applicant was present at the meeting.	To consider and agree the grant application received from the Offton Church for £750 (as budgeted)	Councillors discussed the application and were happy to Unanimously AGREE payment	To consider and approve a second grant application from Offton Church for £100 for WiFi Booster Equipment totalling £432	Councillors discussed this application and asked questions of the applicant who was present. It was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED to be paid																		Clerk				Clerk
4.	Chair Report, reports from other Councillors not requiring a decision	None not on the agenda already	
5.	Clerk Report, with details of emails and correspondence up to the period 7th Sept 2026	The Clerk read out their report (below) and the Council discussed Neighbourhood plans confirming not to go ahead with one.	Since the last meeting in July I have continued to manage the administrative and financial tasks of the council and the main business to be conducted by the Council is on the agenda this evening.	A resident has again requested the details of the new County Councillor, unfortunately only a contact email is currently provided and the resident is very upset by the inability to contact them. Another Parish Council has also contacted the Council in respect of the lack of communication by the new County Councillor. I have therefore placed an item on the agenda for this evening as Offton & Willisham has also not received any response from emails I have sent to Cty Cllr Keogh in respect of the highways issues outstanding.	I attended the Mid Suffolk Parish Council Liaison meeting held in Elmswell on 29th July which included updates on Local Government Reorganisation, Better Recycling and the Joint Local Plan for planning in our area. In addition to this was the update on health and wellbeing and specifically that officers are looking for volunteers in local areas to run health and well being walks as part of ‘Feel Good Suffolk’. As this is a beautiful part of the district it might be that a Councillor or regular walker in the village might want to volunteer for this or have some ideas for some good circular walks available. 	There has been a new release from Central Government of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Quite a few changes have been made, including three new sections on Energy & Water, Pollution, Public Protection & Security, and Flood & Coastal Change. As well as introducing both Plan making policy and Decision making policy.	More importantly to the parish of Offton and WIllisham are the changes made that there is no longer a defined settlement boundary for settlements larger than a Hamlet, only Neighbourhood Plans less than 5yrs old and with no housing allocation will carry weight within planning decisions and that the NPPF now has ‘critical importance’ when planning decisions are made. Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) are holding a training session on 19th October at 7:30pm should any councillors want to attend online.	The bank mandate for updating the Barclays bank account is ready for completion this evening.	I have updated the IT policy to ensure all IT equipment is included.	Three planning applications are listed on the agenda, one of which has been extended until tomorrow.		
6.	To review the Standing Items on the agenda:-		i) Road Erosion - 	Clerk to check reporting tool for items logged		ii) Emergency Flood Plan - 	Cllr Seddon confirmed a meeting with Mid Suffolk in respect of the emergency plan is happening towards the end of October. Everything is laid out ready to go on the website and this will be checked with Mid Suffolk. Councillors again spoke about flooding, riparian rights, the Environment Agency and reporting on the County Council reporting tool. 		
7.	a)					b)			c)			d)						e)						f)				g)			h)				i)	Finance	Current Bank Balances as at 31st August 2026:-	Current Account = £1,841.51	Savings Account = £16,113.94	Barclays residual = £00.04		To note and confirm the NALC (National Association of Local Councils) pay award for 2026-27 and backdated pay request - This was accepted by Council		To note Payments received since 2nd July 2026 meeting		i. MSDC remaining Precept - £5995.99 	This was accepted by Council	To confirm payments made since 2nd July 2026 meeting	Clerk Wages August - £436.48	Bank - £7.00	MSDC Waste Bins - £247.20 	Suffolk Cloud now Pear Space - £250.00	This was accepted by Council	Payments for authorisation  (Resolution required)	i. Clerk Back dated Pay - £73.00	ii. Clerk Wages Sept - £451.08 (TBC)	iii. Clerk Expenses & Mileage for the period 1st June to 30th Sept - £212.90	Payments were Proposed, Seconded and unanimously AGREED by Council		To consider and agree the grant application received from the Offton Church for £750 (as budgeted)	As above in item 3	To consider and approve a second grant application from Offton Church for £100 for WiFi Booster Equipment totalling £432	As above in item 3		To note and confirm completion of the Barclays Mandate	Councillors had identified themselves with Barclays and the mandate would be completed this evening and sent off		To review and agree the 1st Quarter Accounts	Cllr Cox confirmed the review of the accounts and was happy with the contents. Councillors reviewed the information and it was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously AGREED to accept the 1st Quarter Accounts.								Clerk															Clerk				Clerk		Clerk					Clerk
8.	Planning & Governance Consultations	i) BMSDC - DC/26/03398 - Erection of Detached Outbuilding - Hill Top, Willisham	ii)BMSDC - DC/26/03823 - Glazed link extension - Mount Pleasant Farm, Offton	iii)BMSDC - DC/26/03825 - Glazed link extension as above - Listed Building Consent	iv) BMSDC - DC/26/03923 - TPO - works to oak tree - reduce 5m all round	All items on the agenda for this item were taken together and No Comments were registered. Item 8iv. Was a last minute email from Mid Suffolk in respect of a request to reduce the size of a tree under a Tree Preservation Order, it was agreed that Council would defer to the Tree Officer’s advice on this.									Clerk
9.	Resident Request: To discuss a Plaque and or Bursary for celebrating local Author H W Freeman 1899-1994	Councillors discussed having a blue plaque and the agreed to pursue having a blue plaque on the building in which the author resided. Cllrs also discussed the potential of providing a bursary and that local High School were keen to discuss this further. Councillors were keen for Offton and WIllisham PC to have a presence in the process long term. It was AGREED the Chair would meet with the Head of the high school.				Clerk	Chair
10.	CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau) annual meeting 23rd October 10am	Councillors decided that Cllr Seddon would attend this on behalf of the Council.	
11.	To discuss the non attendance and non-response of the County Councillor over the last 6 months	Council discussed this at length and were concerned about the roads and flooding situation not moving forward. It was AGREED for the Clerk to contact the County Council Monitoring Officer with a complaint for the non attendance and non communication from Cty Cllr Keogh.	
12.	To Review and Approve the updated IT policy from May 2026	Councillors reviewed the changes recommended by the Clerk. These were AGREED the Policy updated. 	
13.	Item 13 to be heard without the public due to meeting exemption within the Openness of Local Government Bodies Act 2014 s1.2.	To note Annual Appraisal took place on 15th Sept - note: confidential minutes	
14.	Next Meeting date	This was discussed and it was Proposed, Seconded and AGREED the next meeting would be cancelled and replaced with 10th Nov 2026 at 7:00pm	


Meeting Closed at 8:28pm
Addendum
1. Dst Councillor Report - Sept - Mid Suffolk District Council – Battisford and Ringshall Ward

Chalkeith Nature Reserve established in Barking Parish 
The recently formed Needham Market-based charity Chalkeith Conservation have completed the purchase of a 20-acre site on the southern periphery of Needham Market. The site includes many established habitat including woodland, scrub, ancient hedgerows and chalk grassland that is particularly uncommon for this part of Suffolk. The charity will seek to enhance the chalk grassland habitat whilst maintaining it as a place for local residents to enjoy. There will be public engagement events and volunteering opportunities in the coming months. The project was supported by the Mid Suffolk Community Nature Recovery Grant.  

Local Affordable Housing for Local People
MSDC Cabinet has agreed to introduce a ‘Parish Connection Priority’ for new affordable and socially rented homes secured through S106 agreements. This means residents that have grown up in or lived in a village will now be given priority when waiting for a home, and help them remain close to their support network. The local connection priority will be balanced against housing need. 

Financial Assistance for Heat Pumps
Households seeking to convert older oil or gas heating with heat pump systems can now apply for a grant of up to £9,000. Air source heat pumps typically use three to four times less energy than a traditional gas or oil boiler to heat a home and produce fewer emissions. Residents of Suffolk can check their eligibility and register their interest on the Switch Together website.  
  
‘The Big Conversation’ – A chance to fix social care challenges
Mid Suffolk District Council urges people to have their say in fixing adult social care. This follows the landmark review from the ‘Casey Commission’. You can take part using this link: https://caseycommission.co.uk/bigconversation/ 

Derelict Fisons Site in Bramford   
MSDC has stepped it to install CCTV to deter anti-social behaviour at the derelict Fisons site in Bramford.  There have been several serious fire and vandalism incidents over many years. The site owners, Paper Mill Lane Properties are responsible for the security, but MDSC decided to act themselves whilst exploring future options for the site with the owners. Unfortunately, the planning permission for redevelopment of this site has now lapsed and its future is uncertain. 

Email: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 07775389193

2. Cty Cllr Report - Sept - none received

