Offton and Willisham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Offton & Willisham Village Hall on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm.
Present:
Cllr T Wells (Chair)
Cllr C Pinson-Roxburgh
Cllr A Cox
Cllr L Seddon
Cllr N Price
Dst Cllr D Pratt
1 Member of the public

1. Meeting Administration
The Chair welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.
To co-opt a councillor.
The Council introduced Natasha Price who advised the council of her job and background.  The Council unanimously co-opted her onto the council
To consider and approve apologies for absence
Apologies were given from Cllr Eves, the Clerk and Cllr Bannister has forwarded a resignation and stepped down from office.
To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items
None were declared.
2. To approve the draft minutes of EGM of 9th December 2025 and for the Chairman to sign as a true record
The minutes were unanimously agreed.
Matters arising from minutes
No matters arising.
3. Public Participation Session
Dst Cllr Pratt spoke about a planning application where the consultation period had been extended, and the effect on 2 county wildlife sites.
Clr Pinson-Roxburgh spoke about a piece of land of approximate 1 acre that he would like the parish council to purchase, next to the footpath along the Church.  It would be used as part play area for local children, and part nature area. The Chair agreed to speak to the landowner.
Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh also brought up the issues with the footpath signs that were wooden, and therefore rotting and falling over.  He proposed that Mid Suffolk council take on the role to restore the signs with metal poles.  He would liaise with Cllr Eves (note from the Clerk after the meeting, this is a Piblic Rights of Way issue which relates to Suffolk County Council). Cllr Pratt advised the cut off period for funding from the Countryside Nature Recovery Grant was mid-March so there was not a lot of time.  It would also be an opportunity to improve the drive into the Church carpark.
4. Chair Report & reports from other Councillors not requiring a decision
None.
5. Clerk Report, with details of emails and correspondence up to the period 24th February 2026  
This item was moved to the next meeting.
6. To hear updates from the working groups.  
i. Flood/Emergency Planning Cllr Seddon from the Flood/Emergency Planning Group suggested that the village hall be assigned as a flood refuge should the village be flooded. It would need to be assessed by Suffolk County Council as suitable. Cllr Seddon would like to set up a separate page on the website to explain this, which would cost £25.  It was suggested that training to update the website should be found and Cllr Seddon would ask the Clerk when she was back.
If the village was flooded there should be a cascade system in place for information and guidance purposes.  Volunteers with tractors should also be confirmed.
ii. Pylon, Norwich to Tilbury Cllr Seddon then talked for the Pylon Group. She submitted a copy of the comments made by a member of the group at the meeting with National Grid. It was suggested that we ask for a site visit for Offton, as this has not taken place, and that someone from the working group walk them through the village.  The working group will organise this.  
The site visit was Proposed by Cllr Wells, Seconded by Cllr Cox and AGREED
It was suggested that the Parish Council contribute and Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh would talk to Cllr Eves about this.
7. To review the standing items on the agenda:-
i. Road Erosion
Cty Cllr Oakes was not in attendance. 
Dst Cllr Pratt spoke about the mending of potholes.
8. To review and approve the Assertion 10 report confirming high accessibility score of 9.6/10
Review Assertion 10 report – Council approved, Proposed, Seconded and AGREED
9. Planning & Governance Consultations
i-iv were noted
On item iv, it was suggested to Dst Cllr Pratt that the council object now.  Originally the planning permission was for a barn conversion but now it had been updated, and the barn was to be demolished, and a new property erected 40 meters to the left of the original footprint of the barn.  The concern was that the planning permission would be updated again to several houses on the site.  It was AGREED that Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh would make comments on the website to reflect the concerns.
Cllr Pinson-Roxburgh also advised that CIL was not always being received, and Cllr Pratt would follow this up.
10. Finance –
Item a) Current Bank Balances as at 31st December 2025 :-
Current Account = £3,258.96
Savings Account = £18,734.71
	Council noted the current balances
Item b) To Note payments made since 9th December meeting:-
i.  Clerk Wages January - £436.48
Council noted payments made
Item c)  To review and approve payments:-
	      	 i. Clerk Wages February - £436.48
	      	ii. Clerk Mileage and Office Allowance up to 31st March - £107.25
All items reviewed and approved. It was Proposed by Tim, Seconded by Andrew and AGREED.
Item d) To Review and Approve the Third Quarter Accounts
Moved to next meeting as Cllr Cox had not yet received the accounts to review.
Item e) To Review and Approve Heelis & Lodge as 2026-27 Auditors as recommended by the RFO. Approved. Proposed by Cllr Cox, Seconded by Cllr Wells and AGREED.
Item f) To Review and Approve the Asset Register 2025-26 and identify any work needed
Cllr Cox spoke about the notice board in Willisham.  It was wooden and would need future updating.  It had lasted 17 years. The Asset Register was Proposed by Cllr Cox, Seconded by Cllr Wells and AGREED.
Item g) To Review and approve the CIL application for Fire Safety Curtains at the Village Hall £3,175 + VAT
There was some discussion as to who could claim back the vat paid on items for the Village Hall curtains, and it was decided that the Clerk should be consulted.  It was agreed that the curtains for the Village Hall could be paid for.  Proposed by Cllr Wells, seconded by Cllr Seddon and AGREED.
The rest of the items to be moved to the next meeting.
11. To review and approve new objectives for the Action Plan 2026-2027
Action plan approved. Proposed by Cllr Wells, seconded by Cllr Cox and AGREED.
12. To consider and approve arrangements for the APM ( Annual Parish Meeting) and the APCM (Annual Parish COuncil Meeting) currently either 5th May or 12th May
Next meeting set for Tuesday 12th May
Cllrs discussed and AGREED the residents receiving the Annual Parish Award. Cllr Cox will organise.
13. Next Meeting 12th May

Minutes – Councillor Natasha Price
